HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC
that in tlie meanwhile the army would be distressed on account
of the long1 journeys and become scattered, and that they could
achieve the precious object of their endeavour.
The Wazlr of the Deccan stayed in that victorious place
merely for refreshing his army. On the fourth clay he gave
orders to march, intimating his idea of laying siege to Phulcheri.
The conspirators then understood that the subjugation of Phul-
cheri and the destruction of the French were certain, and
imagined that it would go against their vain and false hopes.
Since their plans were frustrated, they became dejected, and
proceeded to devise other plans. They said to the WazTr:
" Had Hidayat Muhiyyu'd-Dm Khan been in the enemy's
camp it would not have mattered if your highness set out in
person towards Phulcheri. But now he is your prisoner by the
grace of the felicity that would crush foes. It is not becoming
that your highness should march against the French who are
merchants, and against Husayn Dost Khan, who is a servant.
It does not behove your dignity and power. En the circum-
stances it will be enough if you give the command to one of
your servants who will execute it successfully, and it is advis-
able for your highness to fix the standard o f the prosperous
cavalcade at Arcot which is the station for rulers/'
The JSTawwab replied: "Though your observations bear
testimony to your good faith, yet it is irreconcilable with the
customary honour to leave our sister, namely, the mother of
Hidayat Muhiyyu'd-DTn Khan, in the port of Phulcheri and in
the territory of a people who are enemies. I will not retrace my
steps unless I attain my desire."
On hearing this reply, the conspirators had no other alter-
native but to keep quiet and put the seal of silence on their
lips. The whole day was spent in this discussion. On the
approach of evening, the Wazlr postponed the march
of the army to the next morning-. Immediately the conspira-
tors deemed it to be a favourable opportunity and hastened to
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